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Halton Castle is very important as it is
one of only 2 surviving Norman Castles
in Cheshire. It is owned by the Duchy
of Lancaster but in 2002 Norton Priory
took on management on behalf of
Halton Council. It is a scheduled
Ancient Monument and a Listed
= Building so it has legal protection.

The castle is inextricably linked to
Norton Priory. The original Priory was
founded in Runcorn in 1115 by the
third Baron of Halton William

i > : === Fitzwilliam. The Barons would have
visited the Prlory Church and some would have been buried there. They also provided the
Priory with substantial sums of money.

After the Norman Conquest in 1066, the country was divided into earldoms to secure the
country. William the Conqueror installed his nephew Hugh as Earl of Chester. Hugh divided
his Earldom between 8 tenants-in—chief and the most important was Nigel, 1st Baron of
Halton. It is thought Nigel set out the original Castle, which was originally built of timber. In
the 11™ Century it was common to build a motte and
bailey castle (right) — this was not found in the
excavation but it doesn’t mean there wasn’t one.
This was replaced with a stone castle in the 12"
century. The site was chosen because of its
elevated position, which meant it would be a good
military stronghold and observation point.

Nigel’s son, William Fitznigel,
(coat of arms, left) endowed a
religious community at Norton
Priory in 1134, which was visible from the Castle, which began the long
connection between the Priory and the Castle.

A survey from 1476 mentions a number of buildings at the castle,
including a great chamber, a withdrawing room, a chapel, a hall and
domestic buildings including a stable.

There are a number of fascinating features and finds in and around the castle,
including the sally porte, the garderobe, the tower and the folly wall.

The Sally Porte (on the right in photo above) was an escape chute, through which soldiers
could drop with aid of rope or ladder. It was actually use to make surprise attack by the
castle defenders on anyone attacking it. This is where the phrase “Sally forth” comes from!

The Garderobe (on the left in photo above) was a medieval toilet — it was a rectangular
chamber built into the wall of the castle and it vented into pit which was emptied from time to
time.



Medieval Barons in the Tower

The tower in the lower bailey may have
been used as living quarters for the
Baron. It would have been a status
symbol for the Barons, emulating the
grandeur of the Church at Norton and
dominating the landscape.

%[ During the excavations in the 1980s, a
L completely articulated skeleton of a
| horse was discovered, which is very
% rare. A Cistercian beaker had been

| dropped in with it by accident so we
know the horse dates from 1480 - 1550.

Under siege in the Civil War

Following a series of advantageous marriages, Halton Castle passed into the hands of
the Duchy of Lancaster and well-known owners included John of Gaunt and Henry
Bolingbroke, later Henry IV.

During the Civil War, there were two sieges of the castle. The Castle was a Royalist
stronghold and was in the charge of Earl Rivers, who was Steward of Halton. By this
time the Brooke family had bought Norton Priory and they were staunch
Parliamentarians. And so the relationship between Castle and Priory took a turn for the
worse. When the Civil War 1wz sovru view or nisroy casrie v cue covNry or cursitin

ended Sir Henry Brooke bought
the castle and the castle began
to be dismantled. When the
monarchy was restored in 1660 |
the castle was returned to the
Duchy of Lancaster.

By the 17" century the castle
had fallen totally into disrepair
and it is shown as a ruin in this
picture (right) from 1772.

Locked up in the 18" Century

The six semi-circular bays in the lower bailey are Lock Ups which date from the castle’s
later life as a Court House. The lock-ups have narrow seating all the way round. The
castle has been used as a prison throughout its history, as some of the canons from
Norton Priory were imprisoned here following the Dissolution of the Monasteries in
1536.

The Court House was built in 1737 and it stands where the twin gate towers stood in
the fifteenth century. The Hanoverian coat of arms above the doorway belong to George
lll, although it was completed in the reign of the previous George.

The wall by the entrance to the castle in fact a folly wall — a later addition to the castle
which was intended to make it stand out more. During the excavations in the 1980s
various things were found amongst the construction stones, including local tokens from
Liverpool and Anglesey dating from the 1790s. These were local currency made by
large employers that could be spent in local shops.



